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PERSPECTIVES:
KRONOS QUARTET

During the 2009–2010 season, the Kronos Quartet curates an adventurous six-event Perspectives series at Carnegie Hall, 
collaborating with numerous artists from around the globe. The series begins in November when Kronos is joined by 
virtuoso pipa player Wu Man for the world premiere of Yin Yu Tang: A Chinese Home, a multimedia project co-commissioned 
by Carnegie Hall, and directed and staged by Chen Shi-Zheng. Returning in the spring, the Kronos Quartet celebrates 30 
years of collaboration with composer Terry Riley—as well as the composer’s 75th birthday—with the New York premiere of 
Riley’s Transylvanian Horn Courtship. The following night in a concert that focuses on musical sounds from unlikely sources, 
Kronos performs world premieres by Victor Gama and J. G. Thirlwell. Also on the program is the New York premiere of Ge 
Gan-Ru’s Wrong, Wrong, Wrong! with toy piano virtuoso Margaret Leng Tan as soloist. Additional Perspectives highlights 
include the New York premiere of Derek Charke’s Tundra Songs and Inuit throat-singing by Tanya Tagaq as part of an evening 
devoted to music from the Arctic Circle, and a program of new music from Central and East Asia with the Alim Qasimov 
Ensemble joining Kronos for the US premiere of Rustamov’s Getme, Getme. 

Committed to mentoring emerging professional performers, the Kronos Quartet also leads a weeklong Professional 
Training Workshop, presented by The Weill Music Institute at Carnegie Hall, in March 2010. Working with young musicians, 
Kronos, in its second Carnegie Hall workshop since 2007, and guest faculty member Wu Man will give insight on collabora-
tive repertoire for string quartet and pipa. 

For 36 years, the Kronos Quartet—violinists David Harrington and John Sherba, violist Hank Dutt, and cellist Jeffrey 
Zeigler—has pursued a singular artistic vision, combining a spirit of fearless exploration with a commitment to expanding 
the range and context of the string quartet. Through this pursuit, Kronos has become one of the most celebrated and 
infl uential groups of our time, performing thousands of concerts worldwide, releasing more than 40 recordings of 
extraordinary breadth and creativity, collaborating with many of the world’s most eclectic composers and performers, 
and commissioning more than 650 works and arrangements for string quartet. Kronos’ work has also garnered numerous 
honors, including a Grammy Award for Best Chamber Music Performance in 2004.

Left to right: David Harrington, John Sherba, Jeffrey Zeigler, and Hank Dutt
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PERSPECTIVES: KRONOS QUARTET

Tuesday, November 3, 2009 at 7:30 PM
Zankel Hall

KRONOS QUARTET
WU MAN, Pipa
Chen Shi-Zheng, Director

A CHINESE HOME

TAN DUN Ghost Opera
VARIOUS Yin Yu Tang: A Chinese Home 

(World Premiere, co-commissioned by Carnegie Hall)

At the turn of the millennium, a large home from a southwestern 
Chinese village was meticulously dismantled and reconstructed 
in Massachusetts—yet another major event for a house that wit-
nessed the lives of eight generations of a single family. Yin Yu 
Tang: A Chinese Home, a staged work with video for string quartet 
and pipa, takes its inspiration from the remarkable migration of 
this building, exploring shifts in Chinese cultural identity and the 
modernization of rural life through music and sonic environments. 
Tan Dun’s epic Ghost Opera, drawing from shamanistic peasant 
traditions dating back more than four millennia, also delves into 
China’s expansive cultural timeline in a staging with water, metal, 
stone, and paper.

Thursday, March 11, 2010 at 7:30 PM
Zankel Hall

KRONOS QUARTET
KRONOS CELEBRATES TERRY RILEY

Program to include:
TERRY RILEY Transylvanian Horn Courtship (NY Premiere)

The Kronos Quartet and composer Terry Riley mark 30 years of 
prolifi c collaboration with Riley’s latest work, Transylvanian Horn 
Courtship, drawing inspiration from his legendary Poppy Nogood 
and the Phantom Band performances in the 1960s. Starting with 
Sunrise of the Planetary Dream Collector in 1980, the strong 
artistic relationship between Riley and Kronos has resulted in 23 
new works. Transylvanian Horn Courtship features a set of string 
instruments with metal horns created especially for Kronos by 
MacArthur Fellow Walter Kitundu. This program also includes 
other recent works and commissions for Kronos.

Friday, March 12, 2010 at 7:30 PM
Zankel Hall

KRONOS QUARTET
MARGARET LENG TAN, Toy Piano, Toy Orchestra, 
and Vocals
VICTOR GAMA, Pangeia Instrumentos
PLAYING WITH TOYS AND TECHNOLOGY

Program to include:
GE GAN-RU Wrong, Wrong, Wrong! (NY Premiere)
VICTOR GAMA New Work (World Premiere)
J. G. THIRLWELL New Work (World Premiere)

Using an orchestra of toys, instruments constructed from remnant 
military materials by children from Angola, and technology capa-
ble of capturing tones emitted by the desert, Kronos revisits the 
joy in discovering new sounds through new means. The program 
features toy piano virtuoso Margaret Leng Tan and Portuguese 
instrument builder Victor Gama, and a new work for Kronos by 
J. G. Thirlwell inspired by environmental acoustic phenomena.

Saturday, March 13, 2010 at 7:30 PM
Zankel Hall

KRONOS QUARTET 
RITVA KOISTINEN, Kantele
HURDY-GURDY
KIMMO POHJONEN, Accordion and Voice
SAMULI KOSMINEN, Accordion Samples and 
Voice Samples
TANYA TAGAQ, Vocals
TUNDRA SONGS

Program to include:
ARVO PÄRT Pari Intervallo
HURDY-GURDY (S. BRISLAND-FERNER AND T. MATTSON) 

Scatter (NY Premiere)
KIMMO POHJONEN AND SAMULI KOSMINEN Kamala 

from Uniko
DEREK CHARKE Tundra Songs (NY Premiere)

The clarity and directness of music from the Far North can be 
heard through traditional folk instruments and contemporary 
electronic means alike. The ethereal plucked strings of Finnish 
kantele player Ritva Koistinen, the primitive sounds of the ancient 
Swedish hurdy gurdy electronically processed by the duo Hurdy-
Gurdy (Stefan Brisland-Ferner and Totte Mattson), the muscular 
and rhythmic music of Finnish accordion sampler duo Pohjonen 
and Kosminen, and the raw and primal Inuit throat-singing of 
Tanya Tagaq all join Kronos to evoke the powerful, varied sound-
scape of the Arctic Circle.

Sunday, March 14, 2010 at 7:30 PM
Zankel Hall

KRONOS QUARTET
DOHEE LEE, Vocals and Piri
HOMAYOUN SAKHI, Afghan Rubâb
ALIM QASIMOV ENSEMBLE
Additional artists to be announced

MUSIC WITHOUT BORDERS

Program to include:
DOHEE LEE (realized by J. GARCHIK) Sinawi (NY Premiere)
HOMAYOUN SAKHI (arr. S. PRUTSMAN) Rangin Kaman 

(NY Premiere)
SAID RUSTAMOV (arr. A . QASIMOV / J. GARCHIK)  

Getme, Getme (US Premiere)

Musicians worldwide have traditionally borne the responsibility of 
channeling the spiritual and of being ambassadors of their cultural 
heritage. With this program Kronos travels from the shamanistic 
performance of Korean artist Dohee Lee to the varied landscapes 
and textures created by Afghan rubâb master Homayoun Sakhi, 
and Alim and Fargana Qasimov’s ecstatic spiritual expression of 
mugam from Azerbaijan.

Sunday, March 14 to Sunday, March 21, 2010
KRONOS QUARTET:
PROFESSIONAL TRAINING WORKSHOP
For String Quartets
Kronos Quartet leads a weeklong exploration of the repertoire 
they have championed for decades, guiding three young quartets 
in a Professional Training Workshop at Carnegie Hall presented by 
The Weill Music Institute. Wu Man joins as a guest faculty artist, 
focusing on collaborative repertoire for string quartet and pipa, 
including excerpts from Tan Dun’s Ghost Opera and Terry Riley’s 
The Cusp of Magic. 
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LOUIS ANDRIESSEN
HOLDER OF THE RICHARD AND BARBARA DEBS COMPOSER’S CHAIR

Louis Andriessen has been appointed to hold the Richard and Barbara Debs Composer’s Chair at Carnegie Hall for 
the 2009–2010 season. This highly regarded Dutch composer, celebrating his 70th birthday in 2009, will have his 
works performed by musicians who have been his longtime champions, including Asko | Schoenberg, Bang on a Can 
All-Stars, Reinbert de Leeuw, and John Adams, as well as friends and newfound muses such as Greetje Bijma, 
Martijn Padding, and Cristina Zavalloni. Spring performances at Carnegie Hall will feature Andriessen works in their 
New York premieres, works by Andriessen alongside composers he has mentored, and a series of intimate late-night 
concerts devoted to improvisational music—a key infl uence on the composer himself. 

In April 2010, a highlight of Mr. Andriessen’s Carnegie Hall 
residency will be two performances by Asko | Schoenberg 
led by conductor Reinbert de Leeuw, including the New York 
premiere of his 2008 opera, La Commedia, presented in 
a concert version in Stern Auditorium / Perelman Stage. 
A Carnegie Hall Making Music: Louis Andriessen program 
showcases both soprano Dawn Upshaw in Andriessen’s 
Dances and the Bang on a Can All-Stars performing the 
New York premiere of a new Andriessen work with fi lms by 
Marike van Warmerdam. Also featured in April are piano 
duo Helena Bugallo and Amy Williams with the American 
Composers Orchestra, presenting the New York premiere 
of Andriessen’s The Hague Hacking alongside three world 
premieres by young North American composers who have 
been protégés of Mr. Andriessen; and a concert by Ensemble 
ACJW featuring Andriessen’s seminal 1974 work De Staat—
a raucously intense piece that borrows text from Plato’s 
The Republic and fi rst brought Mr. Andriessen’s name to 
wide acclaim—conducted by composer John Adams, who 
also led the work’s US premiere in the 1980s. As part of his 
residency, Mr. Andriessen also curates a series of late-night 
improvisatory double-bill concerts in Weill Recital Hall 
titled Three Naughty Boys and Three Crazy Girls, featuring 
tap dancer Savion Glover sharing a program with vocalist 
Greetje Bijma accompanied by Mr. Andriessen on the piano, 
violinist-vocalist Iva Bittová with saxophonist Evan Parker, 
and cellist Ernst Reijseger with vocalist Cristina Zavalloni.

Previous holders of the Carnegie Hall Composer’s Chair are 
Ellen Taaffe Zwilich (1995–1999), Pierre Boulez (1999–2003), 
John Adams (2003–2007), Thomas Adès (2007–2008), and 
Elliott Carter (2008–2009).

Born the Netherlands in 1939, Louis Andriessen grew up in a musical family—his father, uncle, and brother were all 
composers—and studied with Luciano Berio, drawing from a diverse range of infl uences from Stravinsky to jazz, funk, 
and rhythm and blues. Through his varied background in both jazz and avant-garde composition, as well as his rejection 
of traditional musical forms, Mr. Andriessen’s music has often been viewed to be a revolt against the legacy of German 
Romanticism. He has developed a style employing elemental harmonic, melodic, and rhythmic materials, as well as 
distinctive—if not idiosyncratic—instrumentation. Through music Mr. Andriessen has explored such seemingly dispa-
rate subjects as politics, time, velocity, matter, and mortality. It is this openness and willingness to reach beyond the 
traditionally accepted range of music that has made Mr. Andriessen a catalyst and provocateur in the Dutch contempo-
rary arts scene. Mr. Andriessen’s work as a composer, author, pianist, fi rebrand, and teacher over the past 40 years have 
established him as a central fi gure in the international new music scene and as the most signifi cant composer working 
in the Netherlands today. 
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LOUIS ANDRIESSEN 

Friday, April 9, 2010 at 7:30 PM 
Zankel Hall

AMERICAN COMPOSERS ORCHESTRA
Jeffrey Milarsky, Conductor
Helena Bugallo, Piano
Amy Williams, Piano

LOUIS & THE NEW GENERATION

LOUIS ANDRIESSEN The Hague Hacking (NY Premiere)
MISSY MAZZOLI These Worlds in Us (World Premiere, 

new orchestration)
MICHAEL FIDAY HST: In memoriam Hunter S. Thompson 

(World Premiere)
JOHN KORSUD New Work (World Premiere)

Wednesday, April 14, 2010 at 9:30 PM
Weill Recital Hall

Three Naughty Boys and Three Crazy Girls

SAVION GLOVER, Tap Dancer

GREETJE BIJMA, Voice 
with Louis Andriessen, Piano

Thursday, April 15, 2010 at 8 PM
Stern Auditorium / Perelman Stage

ASKO | SCHOENBERG
Claron McFadden, Voice
Jeroen Willems, Voice
Cristina Zavalloni, Voice
Synergy Vocals
Reinbert de Leeuw, Conductor
The Brooklyn Youth Chorus
Dianne Berkun, Director

LOUIS ANDRIESSEN La Commedia (concert version, 
NY Premiere)

Friday, April 16, 2010 at 7:30 PM
Zankel Hall

ASKO | SCHOENBERG
Reinbert de Leeuw, Conductor
Barbara Sukowa, Voice

LOUIS ANDRIESSEN Zilver
MARTIJN PADDING First Harmonium Concerto
REINBERT DE LEEUW Im wunderschönen Monat Mai 

(In the Lovely Month of May)

Friday, April 16, 2010 at 9:30 PM
Weill Recital Hall

Three Naughty Boys and Three Crazy Girls

IVA BITTOVÁ, Violin/ Vocals

EVAN PARKER, Saxophone

Saturday, April 17, 2010 at 7:30 PM
Zankel Hall

MAKING MUSIC: LOUIS ANDRIESSEN
Commentary by Louis Andriessen
Dawn Upshaw, Soprano
Heleen Hulst, Violin
Gerard Bouwhuis, Piano
The Zankel Band
Alan Pierson, Conductor
Bang on a Can All-Stars
Jeremy Geffen, Series Moderator

LOUIS ANDRIESSEN Dances
MARTIJN PADDING Mordants
LOUIS ANDRIESSEN New Work with Video (NY Premiere)

Saturday, April 17, 2010 at 9:30 PM
Weill Recital Hall

Three Naughty Boys and Three Crazy Girls

ERNST REIJSEGER, Cello

CRISTINA ZAVALLONI, Voice
with Andrea Rebaudengo, Piano

Monday, May 10, 2010 at 7:30 PM
Zankel Hall

ENSEMBLE ACJW
John Adams, Conductor
Jeremy Denk, Piano

JOHN ADAMS Son of Chamber Symphony
STRAVINSKY Concerto for Piano and Winds
LOUIS ANDRIESSEN De Staat
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CARNEGIE HALL SEASON HIGHLIGHTS

Orchestras

Atlanta Symphony Orchestra

Berliner Philharmoniker 

Boston Symphony Orchestra

Chicago Symphony Orchestra

China Philharmonic 

Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra

The Cleveland Orchestra

Houston Symphony

Juilliard Orchestra

Leipzig Gewandhaus Orchestra

Mariinsky Orchestra

The MET Orchestra

Minnesota Orchestra

New York Philharmonic

New York String Orchestra

Orchestra of St. Luke’s

Orchestre Révolutionnaire et Romantique / 
The Monteverdi Choir

The Philadelphia Orchestra

Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra

Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra

Saint Louis Symphony Orchestra

San Francisco Symphony

Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra

Carnegie Hall’s 119th season opens with a gala concert featuring the Boston • 
Symphony Orchestra and Music Director James Levine in a program that includes 
the New York premiere of John Williams’s On Willows and Birches, written for the 
orchestra’s longtime principal harpist Ann Hobson Pilot. Pianist Evgeny Kissin is the 
featured soloist in Chopin’s Piano Concerto No. 2. (10/1/2009, SA/PS) 

Known as the leading historically informed interpreters of Classical and Romantic • 
repertoire, the Orchestre Révolutionnaire et Romantique and The Monteverdi Choir 
perform two Haydn choral masterworks—The Seasons and The Creation—under the 
direction of founder Sir John Eliot Gardiner. (10/15/2009 and 10/17/2009, SA/PS)

As part of the citywide festival • Ancient Paths, Modern Voices: Celebrating Chinese 
Culture, pianist Lang Lang joins the Juilliard Orchestra and conductor Michael Tilson 
Thomas for the world premiere of a new work by Chen Qigang. Atlanta Symphony 
Orchestra and Music Director Robert Spano are joined by soloist Yo-Yo Ma for the 
New York premiere of Angel Lam’s Awakening from a Disappearing Garden for Cello 
and Orchestra. Both premieres have been commissioned by Carnegie Hall through 
the generosity of Henry R. Kravis in honor of his wife, Marie-Josée. (10/28/2009 and 
11/7/2009, SA/PS)

The Berliner Philharmoniker and Music Director Sir Simon Rattle perform the com-• 
plete cycle of Brahms symphonies over three evenings, juxtaposed with works by 
Schoenberg. (11/11–11/13/2009, SA/PS) 

The MET Orchestra performs its annual series at Carnegie Hall with programs led • 
by Music Director James Levine, featuring mezzo-soprano Stephanie Blythe and 
soprano Diana Damrau. The MET Orchestra’s fi nal concert of the season, conducted 
by Pierre Boulez, includes Bartók’s The Wooden Prince and Schoenberg’s Erwartung 
with soprano Deborah Polaski. (12/20/2009, 1/24/2010, and 5/16/2010, SA/PS) 

The Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra performs three concerts, two conducted by • 
Daniel Barenboim and one conducted by Pierre Boulez that features Mr. Barenboim 
as soloist in Schoenberg’s Piano Concerto. Works by Schumann, Wagner, Webern, 
Mahler, Boulez, and Beethoven are also performed. (1/15–1/17/2010, SA/PS)

The Houston Symphony and Music Director Hans Graf perform a special program • 
titled The Planets: An HD Odyssey, featuring Holst’s The Planets with a newly created 
high-defi nition fi lm from NASA. (1/28/2010, SA/PS) 

To celebrate Pierre Boulez’s 85th birthday, the Chicago Symphony Orchestra joins • 
Mr. Boulez, the orchestra’s Conductor Emeritus, in two programs to include works 
by Schoenberg, Bartók, Ravel, and Boulez’s own Livre pour cordes. (1/30–1/31/2010, 
SA/PS) 

The Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra makes its fi rst New York appearance with new-• 
ly appointed Music Director Manfred Honeck, who leads the orchestra in Mahler’s 
Symphony No. 1 and Brahms’s Violin Concerto performed by Anne-Sophie Mutter. 
(2/9/2010, SA/PS)

In his fi rst Carnegie Hall concert as Music Director of the New York Philharmonic, Alan • 
Gilbert leads the orchestra in the US premiere of Magnus Lindberg’s Clarinet Concerto 
with soloist Kari Kriikku. (2/13/2010, SA/PS)

Over three concerts, the Mariinsky Orchestra and Music Director Valery Gergiev • 
perform Berlioz’s epic works Romeo et Juliet and Les Troyens (2/23/2010 and 3/9–
3/10/2010, SA/PS)

Music Director Osmo Vänskä leads the Minnesota Orchestra in a program featuring • 
Sibelius’s Kullervo with soprano Päivi Nisula, baritone Hannu Niemelä, and the YL Male 
Voice Choir, considered to be a pioneer in Finnish choral music. (3/1/2010, SA/PS)




