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Perspectives
Jon Batiste

Oscar-winning composer, musician, bandleader, and 
cultural ambassador Jon Batiste curates a multi-concert 
Perspectives series throughout Carnegie Hall’s 2021–
2022 season. From his signature “love riot” community 
performances to his compositions for orchestra and 
a variety of ensembles, Mr. Batiste creates history on 
television and film, as well as in the recording studio. 
Equally at home in jazz, funk, and pop, his tremendous 
versatility makes him a sought-after musical partner; he 
has recorded with Wynton Marsalis, Willie Nelson, Prince, 
Mavis Staples, and Stevie Wonder. Mr. Batiste’s artistic 
vision is timeless: as strongly rooted in our musical 
ancestors as it is in the urgent cultural moment.

In February, Mr. Batiste showcases his concept of jazz 
2.0—what he calls “social music”—in Zankel Hall. While 
rooted in jazz, the program incorporates diverse forms 
of indigenous folk music, age-old communal rituals, and 
American popular song. In April, he joins the Gateways 
Music Festival Orchestra as piano soloist, an evening 
that features both the orchestra’s Carnegie Hall debut 
and the world premiere of a new work by Mr. Batiste. 
His Perspectives culminates in May with a program that 
bears witness to America’s history and future living side 
by side in music. The concert features the world premiere 
of Mr. Batiste’s American Symphony, a large-scale work 
commissioned by Carnegie Hall that pays tribute to the 
contributions of musical visionaries who made history 
at the Hall, including Duke Ellington, Mahalia Jackson, 
and Nina Simone. In addition to his appearances at the 
Hall, Mr. Batiste curates and performs as part of the free 
Carnegie Hall Citywide concert series in New York City 
with dates and venues to be announced. 

Jon Batiste is an American virtuoso pianist, bandleader, 
composer, record producer, educator, and actor. As a 
teenager, he began self-producing and releasing his music 
on the internet, as well as performing internationally. 
He has recorded three Grammy-nominated albums and 
recently released We Are, an album destined to become 
a seminal masterpiece of Black pop American music. 
Along with his band, Stay Human, he is featured nightly 
on The Late Show with Stephen Colbert. Mr. Batiste most 
recently won an Academy Award for Best Original Score 
for Pixar’s animated film Soul. 

Born into a long lineage of Louisiana musicians,  
Mr. Batiste received both his undergraduate and  
master’s degrees in piano from The Juilliard School. He 
is currently music director of The Atlantic, co-artistic 
director of the National Jazz Museum in Harlem, and a 
board member of Sing for Hope.

A Forbes “30 Under 30” honoree, Mr. Batiste balances a 
demanding performance schedule with public speaking 
engagements, brand partnerships, community activism, 
and acting roles. He played himself on the HBO series 
Treme and appeared in Spike Lee’s Red Hook Summer. 

Mr. Batiste is committed to the education and mentorship 
of young musicians. He has led his own Social Music 
Residency and Mentoring Program sponsored by Chase, 
as well as master classes around the world. 
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Saturday, February 19 at 9 PM | Zankel

Jon Batiste: Social Music
Oscar-winning Jon Batiste brings “social music” to Zankel  
Hall—his vision of jazz 2.0. Batiste seamlessly incorporates  
diverse forms of indigenous folk music, age-old communal  
rituals, and American popular song with artistry that is  
communally fortifying and philosophically engaging.
This concert and the Joyce and George T. Wein Shape of Jazz series are made possible  
by the Joyce and George Wein Foundation in memory of Joyce Wein.

Presented by Carnegie Hall in partnership with Absolutely Live Entertainment LLC.

Sunday, April 24 at 3 PM | Stern/Perelman

Gateways Music Festival Orchestra
Michael Morgan, Music Director and Conductor
Jon Batiste, Piano
BRAHMS  Variations on a Theme by Haydn in B-flat Major,  
Op. 56a
G. WALKER  Sinfonia No. 3
JON BATISTE  New Work (World Premiere)
PRICE  Symphony No. 3 
JAMES V. COCKERHAM  Fantasia on “Lift Every Voice and Sing”

Saturday, May 7 at 8 PM | Stern/Perelman

Jon Batiste
Additional artists to be announced
Program to include
JON BATISTE  American Symphony (World Premiere,  
commissioned by Carnegie Hall)
Sponsored by Mastercard, the Official Card of Carnegie Hall  


