Meet Imani!
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!‘15 name 5 Imani Uzuri. I was raised.
in rural North Carolina in a ver small
Town surrounded. ba flelds and. beauﬁful
woods, and. now I [ive in Harlem. T come
from a fo,ml'.l\uj of quilters and. moonshine
makers, and. I qrew up SLASLV\S black.
Ami,r‘ic;c;r\ spirttuals with my grandmother
and. extended. family in our Small courctr L

church. As T Siw ol?Ler, I learned. that J Musical ExPloreY‘S
many of the Spirituals T Sang as a child c/o Car‘ne,sie Hall
were also used. as freedom songs durin.
the Civil Rightts Movement. Tt is exciting to | 88! Seventh Avenue
learn that songs travel 'tkroua\r\ Time to tell

a Stor5 of how the past is connected. to our New York, NY 10019
future.

So Look,i.n3 forward. to sLnSLnS with all of

Yyou very soon!
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Harlem River Drive by Dan DeLuca s licensed by CC BY-NC 2.0; Imani childhood photo courtesy of artist; Imani singing photo courtesy of artist;
“We Shall Overcome” photograph by Thomas Hawk is licensed by CC BY-NC 2.0; Imani travel photo courtesy of artist.
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We asked Imani ...

Tell us about your name.
My full name, Imani Uzuri, is made up of two Swahili words from East Africa. Imani
means “faith,” which is also the last principle of Kwanzaa, and Uzuri means “beautiful.”

What are some of your favorite childhood memories growing up in rural

North Carolina?

As a child, some of my favorite things to do were to search for wild strawberries in
the woods surrounding my home and read books underneath my favorite pecan tree.

I also loved to draw, make up fantastical stories, and sing songs to anyone in my family
who would listen.

Where are some places in the world you have sung freedom songs?

I have sung freedom songs all over the world including Brooklyn, Brazil, Morocco,
and Moscow. When I travel around the world to sing, learning greetings in different
languages has helped me to communicate with many people. But music is a universal
language, and it is my most joyous way to say hello to everyone.

What is your favorite thing about singing freedom songs?
They make me feel free, happy, and strong!

Arriving at

Harlem, Manhattan
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