We asked Martha...

When did you start playing music?

I began singing at a very young age. At my kindergarten graduation, we sang the
alphabet song in call and response style, and I was the lead singer! I was eight years
old when I began piano lessons and 11 when I started to play guitar.

What instruments do you play now?

My main instrument is my voice. I walk with it, speak with it; it's easy to carry but very

delicate, so I am extra careful with how I use it. I also play hand and foot percussion,
shakers and rattles and tambourine!

What is your favorite thing about performing your style of music?

I love incorporating Native American traditional music into today’s music, keeping our
culture alive by mixing the past with the present.

e R 4 What inspires you?

My family and my ancestors inspire me. They went through some very challenging
struggles throughout American history. Yet we are still here having survived the
. “<o struggle, and now I can share their stories.
- York. City to porerts .
T wa$s born wn New : My mother was

. S ba_ck, rour\d-S- 5 m .
Ki\‘:“g\/: L;\e;r:ee;‘Lcan c?md. my father was African

{ d
American. I Sper\‘t o lot of my childhoo

fther and.
with my Cherokee/Shawnee 3ro.r\d.mo

Choctaw Srar\d.-j—od:ker in BFack. Mow.\'\:a;r\:\,e
Ke,n'\?uck.xj. o small coolmining town in

just
hills of Appolo..c\\l.o,. A\"\Z\r\oua\r\.we were LJSL; "
like any sther American famultj, we c; ot
Yroditional wous prwjers, on
ol own& ::.c\: *o Brooklyn when I was Sma.u\ 38l Se,ve,r\*:k Avenue
T move istted Kentucky oj“-'\:en j‘-or ceremontes. " o
‘3\?:.:; I\ib live in Fort Greene, Brook.l\jr\. T am New York.,
o

stc
50 excited. To play singy and. share the mu

1 \
from my \omeland. with you!

SLao/HaLL‘\:o Mustical Exp\orers‘.

Mustical Explorers

c/o Ca,rnesL% Hall

B\ Wo_d.,O/Ya.kOkeﬂ

g Mo,f'tka.

Leaving from
Brighton Beach, Brooklyn ,

Arriving at
(2 )

=@ o= =W rt Greene Brooklyn
@i 0C 20 m m Zig Y - i
_ 4 - — A

. !ﬁ_l
- a — 1 i
‘ Fort Greene photo by Teri Tynes; Martha Redbone childhood photo courtesy of artist. Martha traditional photo by Michael Weintrob; Black
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