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Explore the Oud
The oud is a pear-shaped string instrument with a rounded back 
and a short neck. While the oud looks like a big gourd, its body 
is actually made out of many wooden strips—in fact, its name in 
Arabic means “thin strips of wood”! Ten of the strings are paired 
together—pairs of strings play the same note—with one low string 
on its own. 
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