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CARNEGIE HALL ANNOUNCES THE MUSICIANS SELECTED FOR THE  
2017 NATIONAL YOUTH ORCHESTRA OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

 
Created by Carnegie Hall’s Weill Music Institute, Prestigious National Program Recognizes  

Finest Young Musicians from Across the Country, Ages 16-19 
 

This Summer, Musicians of NYO-USA Will Study and Perform  
With Renowned Conductor Marin Alsop, Including Concerts in New York and  

Debut Performances in Mexico, Ecuador, and Colombia 
As Part of Orchestra’s First-Ever Latin American Tour 

 
Program Includes Mahler’s Symphony No. 1, John Adams’s Short Ride in a Fast Machine, and  

the World Premiere of a New Carnegie Hall–Commissioned Work by Gabriela Lena Frank  
 
 
Carnegie Hall today announced the names of the 116 outstanding young musicians selected from across 
the country for the fifth annual National Youth Orchestra of the United States of America (NYO-USA). 
The members of the 2017 orchestra—ages 16-19, hailing from 33 US states—have been recognized by 
Carnegie Hall as being among the finest players in the country following a comprehensive and highly 
competitive audition process. This summer’s NYO-USA will feature 28 returning musicians and 10 
musicians who participated last season in NYO2, a program for younger players ages 14-17, with a 
particular focus on attracting talented students from communities underserved by and underrepresented 
in the classical orchestral field. NYO-USA and NYO2 are both free for all participants, ensuring that all 
young musicians have the opportunity to take part. 
 
See below or click here for the names, instruments, and hometowns of the members of the 2017 National 
Youth Orchestra of the United States of America. 
 
In 2017, the orchestra will make its Latin American debut with conductor Marin Alsop with a program that 
features the world premiere of a new Carnegie Hall–commissioned work by Gabriela Lena Frank. The 
orchestra’s program also includes John Adams’s Short Ride in a Fast Machine and Mahler’s Symphony 
No. 1. NYO-USA’s tour kicks off with a performance and recording of the classical music public radio 
show NPR’s From the Top with Host Christopher O'Riley at the Performing Arts Center at Purchase 
College, State University of New York (July 19). The orchestra then takes the Carnegie Hall stage for its 
annual concert (July 21), to be heard by music lovers worldwide via the Carnegie Hall Live broadcast and 
digital series, created in partnership with WQXR and distributed nationally by WFMT Radio Network, and 
streamed live online for free by medici.tv. Tickets for the Carnegie Hall performance are on sale now at 
the Carnegie Hall Box Office, 154 West 57th Street, by calling CarnegieCharge at 212-247-7800, or at 
carnegiehall.org.  
 
Following their New York appearances, the NYO-USA musicians will fly to Latin America for a tour of 
some of the region’s music capitals, including visits to Mexico, Ecuador, and Colombia. During a multi-
day residency in Bogotá, NYO-USA will perform its own concert at the Teatro Mayor Julio Mario Santo 
Domingo and spend several days rehearsing with students from the Orquesta Sinfónica Juvenil 
Metropolitana Batuta Bogotá to prepare a joint concert. Similar residency activities are being planned in 
Mexico, including joint music-making with local young musicians. NYO-USA players will also have the 
chance to tour each city and experience the richness of Latin American culture. 
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“We are thrilled to launch the National Youth Orchestra of the USA’s inaugural tour to Latin America with 
these young artists serving as remarkable musical ambassadors for the US,” said Clive Gillinson, 
Carnegie Hall’s Executive and Artistic Director. “The musicians who make up NYO-USA’s 2017 roster are 
truly among the very best in our country, and we look forward to embarking on another wonderful summer 
of music-making.” 
 
NYO-USA musicians will arrive in New York in July 2017 to begin an intensive three-week training 
residency on the campus of Purchase College, SUNY, working with principal players from some of the 
country’s finest professional orchestras. James Ross, director of orchestral activities at the University of 
Maryland and music director designate of the Orquestra Simfònica del Vallès in Spain, returns to lead the 
NYO-USA faculty for a fifth year. The faculty will oversee rehearsals during the orchestra’s residency in 
Purchase and will also lead master classes, chamber music readings, and other seminars on essential 
music skills, all leading up to the launch of NYO-USA’s annual tour.  
 
For the second time, two young musicians have been selected as apprentice composers for NYO-USA. 
During the Purchase residency, they will have the opportunity to workshop their music with members of 
the orchestra. Celebrated American composer Sean Shepherd (whose work Magiya was commissioned 
by Carnegie Hall for the inaugural NYO-USA in 2013) will serve as mentor and teacher for the young 
composers, and they will also have the opportunity to meet and work with this year’s featured composer, 
Gabriela Lena Frank. The apprentice composers join an apprentice orchestra manager, apprentice 
librarian, and two apprentice conductors as touring members of the 2017 NYO-USA.  
 

NATIONAL YOUTH ORCHESTRA OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
2017 Orchestra Roster 

 
* Returning NYO-USA member 

** Returning NYO2 member 
 
Alabama 

Haeun Kim, Violin (Birmingham)   
 
California 

Jonathan Altman, Violin (Modesto) 
Maya Bulos, Violin (Lafayette) 
Joshua Chiang, Cello (San Jose) 
Jonathan Chu, Violin (San Francisco)* 
Jeremy Davis, Timpani/Percussion (Diamond Bar) 
Nicholas Mateo Hernandez, Apprentice Orchestra 
Manager (Bakersfield) 
Erica Yeawon Hwang, Violin (San Diego) 
Annie SeEun Hyung, Cello (Irvine) 
Ellie Kanayama, Violin (Albany) 
Andrew Lee, Violin (Los Altos Hills)* 
EJ Miranda, Trumpet (Rancho Cucamonga) 
Shane O'Brien, Trumpet (Benicia) 
Arin Sarkissian, Flute (La Crescenta) 
Euan Shields, Apprentice Conductor (San Francisco) 
Hanae Yoshida, Trombone (Irvine) 
 
Colorado 

Jessica Shand, Flute (Colorado Springs)* 
Tatia Slouka, Bassoon (Littleton) 
 
Connecticut 

Kathryn Knox, Apprentice Orchestra Librarian 
(Unionville) 
Kate Wegener, Oboe (Easton) 
 
Delaware 

Conor McAvinue, Viola (Wilmington) 

 
Florida 

Daniel Guevara, Violin (Hialeah) 
Sophia Jean, Flute (Lakeland)** 
Alex Koller, Viola (Orlando) 
Elias Medina-Brewster, Oboe (Miami)* 
T. Colton Potter, Oboe (Orlando) 
Emma Shaw, Horn (Tampa)* 
 
Georgia 

Christopher Chung, Bassoon (Johns Creek) 
Emma DeJarnette, Viola (Snellville)* 
Mekhi Gladden, Oboe (Atlanta) 
 
Hawaii 

Chelsea Cline, Violin (Honolulu) 
 
Idaho 

Anna Black, Violin (Eagle)* 
 
Illinois 

Steven Baloue, Viola (Chicago)** 
Kayla Cabrera, Viola (Crete)* 
Amer Hasan, Clarinet (Tinley Park) 
Allen Jiang, Bassoon (Chicago) 
Peter Morin, Viola (Deerfield) 
James Vaughen, Trumpet (Champaign)* 
Katia Waxman, Clarinet (Chicago) 
 
Iowa 

Hannah Duncan, Violin (Belle Plaine) 
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Maryland 

Alvin Chung, Timpani/Percussion (Potomac) 
Camilo Gonzalez-Sol, Apprentice Composer (Takoma 
Park) 
Christopher Houlihan, Trombone (Chevy Chase) 
Joshua Lewis, Tuba (Chesapeake Beach) 
Braden Vaughn, Timpani/Percussion (Ellicott City) 
 
Michigan 

Elisabeth Pesavento, Horn (Interlochen)* 
 
Minnesota  

Anders Peterson, Clarinet (Northfield) 
 
Mississippi 

Dylan Howard, Cello (Oxford) 
 
Missouri 

Ryan Wahidi, Bass (Creve Coeur)* 
 
Nevada 

Kelsea Kyu-Ri Au, Violin (Henderson) 
Natasha von Bartheld, Violin (Reno) 
 
New Hampshire 

Simon Herron, Timpani/Percussion (Hanover) 
 
New Jersey 

Juliette Duguid, Viola (Westfield)** 
Omar El-Abidin, Timpani/Percussion (Wall)* 
Kingston Ho, Violin (New Providence)** 
Simon Housner, Cello (Cherry Hill)* 
Andrew Hughes, Viola (Old Tappan)* 
Alyssa Kim, Violin (River Edge) 
David S. Kim, Cello (East Brunswick)* 
Daniel Kim, Clarinet (Skillman)* 
Isabel Won, Cello (Belle Mead) 
 
New York 

Claire Cai, Violin (Mount Sinai) 
Ryan Chung, Cello (Manhasset)* 
Aaron DuBois, Trumpet (Baldwinsville) 
August Haller, Horn (Brooklyn) 
Sean Juhl, Viola (New York)* 
Andrew Y. Kim, Violin (New York) 
J.P. Redmond, Apprentice Composer (Yonkers) 
Michael Stevens, Horn (East Islip)* 
Willie Swett, Bass (New York)* 
Sarah Wager, Bass (Rochester) 
Annalisa Welinder, Violin (Port Jefferson) 
Esther Yu, Cello (Rye) 
 
North Carolina 

Drew Dansby, Cello (Charlotte) 
Ella Sharpe, Bass (Winston-Salem)* 
Emilia Sharpe, Violin (Winston-Salem)* 
 
Ohio 

Redd Coltrane Ingram, Bass (New Albany)** 
Serena Shapard, Violin (Cleveland Heights) 
 
Oklahoma 

Simon Luke Brown, Violin (Davis) 

 
 
Ontario, Canada 

Jennifer Bywaters, Horn (London) 
 
Oregon 

Samuel Rhoton, Bassoon (Salem) 
Karlie Roberts, Viola (Eugene) 
 
Pennsylvania 

Allyson Cohen, Violin (Narberth) 
Isabella Egawa, Violin (Bala Cynwyd) 
Fiyi Adebekun, Violin (Lansdale) 
Rachel Martin, Bass (Pittsburgh) 
Johnny May, Violin (Penn Valley) 
Sang-O Park, Cello (Haverford) 
Alexander Wu, Cello (Penn Valley) 
Joy Zhao, Cello (Chalfont)* 
 
Rhode Island 

William Yao, Violin (Barrington)* 
 
Tennessee 

Daniel Choo, Violin (Knoxville) 
Chloe Harvel, Violin (Nashville)* 
Clara Warford, Harp (Nashville) 
Shawn Zheng, Horn (Murfreesboro) 
 
Texas 

Kevin Bai, Violin (Plano) 
Nathan Cloeter, Horn (Lake Jackson)** 
Peter Davies, Oboe (Dallas) 
Matthew Garcia, Viola (Harlingen)** 
Diego Garza-Romero, Bass (Edinburg)** 
Tyler Jacoby, Viola (Flower Mound) 
Pablo Kennedy, Bass (Austin) 
Jonathan López, Clarinet (El Paso)** 
Jarrett May, Flute (Keller) 
Juanito Riveros, Harp (Rowlett) 
Scott Sanders, Horn (Mansfield) 
David Schonberger, Bass Trombone (El Paso)** 
Jason Wang, Violin (Keller)* 
 
Utah 

Sophie Choate, Viola (Provo) 
Maya Miro Johnson, Apprentice Conductor (Salt Lake 
City) 
Dimitrios Mattas, Bass (Fruit Heights) 
 
Vermont 

David Horak, Violin (Norwich)* 
 
Virginia 

Danielle Kim, Flute (Aldie) 
Connor Reilly, Bassoon (Palmyra) 
 
Washington 

Evan Johanson, Violin (Seattle)* 
 
Wisconsin 

Tabby Rhee, Viola (Brookfield) 
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About the National Youth Orchestra of the United States of America 
Each summer, Carnegie Hall’s Weill Music Institute brings together the finest young musicians from 
across the country (ages 16-19) to form the National Youth Orchestra of the United States of America 
(NYO-USA). Following a comprehensive audition process and a three-week training residency at 
Purchase College, State University of New York, with faculty made up of principal players from top 
professional orchestras, these remarkable teenagers embark on a tour to some of the great music 
capitals of the world, serving as America’s dynamic music ambassadors.  
 
Launched in summer 2013 to great acclaim, the first-ever National Youth Orchestra of the USA presented 
concerts with conductor Valery Gergiev and violinist Joshua Bell to enthusiastic audiences at the 
Kennedy Center in Washington DC; St. Petersburg and Moscow in Russia; and at the BBC Proms in 
London. The 2014 orchestra, led by American conductor David Robertson with violinist Gil Shaham as 
soloist, made its debut at Carnegie Hall in New York City, followed by a coast-to-coast US tour to 
Tanglewood in Lenox, Massachusetts; Boone, North Carolina; Chicago, Illinois; Jackson Hole, Wyoming; 
Sonoma County, California; and the Walt Disney Concert Hall in Los Angeles, California. In 2015, NYO-
USA, with conductor Charles Dutoit and pianist YUNDI, made its debut in China, performing at some of 
the country’s greatest concert halls in many regions of the country, including concerts in Beijing, 
Shanghai, Suzhou, Xi’an, Shenzhen, Guangzhou, and Hong Kong. Last season, the orchestra performed 
at Carnegie Hall with conductor Christoph Eschenbach and pianist Emanuel Ax before embarking on a 
European tour that took them to Amsterdam, Montpellier, Copenhagen, and Prague, led by conductor 
Valery Gergiev and with pianist Denis Matsuev. 
 
In 2018, NYO-USA will return to Asia for a tour with conductor Michael Tilson Thomas and pianist Jean-
Yves Thibaudet. 
 

* * * * * 
 

Founder Patrons: Blavatnik Family Foundation; Nicola and Beatrice Bulgari; The Horace W. Goldsmith 
Foundation; Marina Kellen French and the Anna-Maria and Stephen Kellen Foundation; The Harold W. 
McGraw, Jr. Family Foundation; Ronald O. Perelman; Robertson Foundation; Beatrice Santo Domingo; 
Robert F. Smith; Sarah Billinghurst Solomon and Howard Solomon; and Joan and Sanford I. Weill and 
the Weill Family Foundation. 
 
Additional funding has been provided by The Jack Benny Family Foundation; JMCMRJ Sorrell 
Foundation; Andrew and Margaret Paul; and Jolyon Stern and Nelle Nugent. 
 
Lead support for the 125 Commissions Project is provided by The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. 
 
Public support for the 125 Commissions Project is provided by the National Endowment for the Arts. 
 
Additional funding is provided by members of Carnegie Hall's Composer Club. 
 
Bank of America is the Proud Season Sponsor of Carnegie Hall. 

 
* * * * * 

 
To learn more about NYO-USA, visit carnegiehall.org/nyousa. 
Like NYO-USA on Facebook at facebook.com/nyousa. 
Follow NYO-USA on Twitter at #NYOUSA. 
See more from NYO-USA on YouTube at youtube.com/nyousa. 
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