
 
  

 

James Ross, Orchestra Director 

James Ross has been orchestra director of the National Youth Orchestra of the United States of America (NYO-

USA) since its inaugural year in 2013. Ross has the unique position of overseeing the artistic and educational aspects 

of the program, leading the orchestra in rehearsals in preparation for the tour each year. Previously, he was the 

director of orchestral activities and professor of conducting at the University of Maryland. He is currently a member 

of the conducting faculty at The Juilliard School. 

Ross has served as music director of the Yale Symphony Orchestra, assistant conductor of the Boston Symphony 

Orchestra, and as William Christie’s assistant to Les Arts Florissants and at Glyndebourne.  He has conducted such 

diverse orchestras as the Leipzig Gewandhaus, the Utah Symphony, the Royal Stockholm Philharmonic, the Orquesta 

Ciudad Granada, the Harrisburg Symphony Orchestra, the Orquesta Sinfonica of Galicia, the Neubrandenburger 

Philharmonie, the Binghamton Philharmonic, the Kwazulu-Natal Philharmonic, and the National Symphony 

Orchestra at the Kennedy Center in side-by-side concerts.  His principal conducting teachers are Kurt Masur, Otto-

Werner Mueller, Seiji Ozawa, and Leonard Bernstein whose hidden influence on him has only grown since their 

contact at Tanglewood and at Harvard.  

As a horn soloist, he has performed with such orchestras as the Boston Symphony, the Boston Pops, the Bavarian 

Radio Orchestra, the Leipzig Radio Orchestra and the Leipzig Gewandhaus.  When he was awarded Third Prize in the 

Munich International Horn Competition in 1978, he became the first American and one of the youngest competitors 

ever to do so.  His performances and recordings as principal horn of the Gewandhaus, including the Strauss Four Last 

Songs with soprano Jessye Norman, helped him gain international recognition as an artist. 

As a teacher, Ross has served on the faculties of Yale University, the Curtis Institute of Music, Haverford and Bryn 

Mawr colleges, and as a guest artist at the Toho School of Music in Tokyo, Japan.  He also teaches conducting each 

summer at the Cabrillo Festival of Contemporary Music in Santa Cruz and was Artistic Director of the National 

Orchestral Institute (NOI) from 2002-2012 where his leadership helped to animate change in the orchestral 

landscape of the United States.  He is internationally recognized for his work advancing the future of orchestras 

through cross-genre collaborations especially with choreographer and MacArthur Fellow Liz Lerman, polymath 

designer-director Doug Fitch, and video artist Tim McLoraine.  

 

Lina Gonzalez-Granados, Assistant Conductor 

Lina Gonzalez-Granados has firmly established herself in the U.S. and abroad as a diverse and talented conductor. 

She is the founder and artistic director of Unitas Ensemble, a dynamic chamber orchestra in Boston specializing in 

Latin-American repertoire, work which earned her recognition as one of the "Latino 30 Under 30" by El Mundo 

Newspaper in 2016. She recently recorded Unitas Ensemble's debut album "The Seasons" alongside the Latin 

Grammy-winning Cuarteto Latinoamericano, to be released in late 2017. 

Born and raised in Cali, Colombia, Gonzalez-Granados made her conducting debut in 2008 with the Youth Orchestra 

of Bellas Artes in Cali. In 2010, she became assistant conductor of the Philharmonic Orchestra of the Americas, which 

included several tours to Mexico and the release of their debut recording "Mi Alma Mexicana." She also served as 

assistant conductor and faculty member of the Filarmonica Joven de Colombia for their 2015 summer tour. In the 

U.S., she has conducted in Boston’s Jordan Hall and New York City’s Alice Tully Hall at Lincoln Center. 

Following her work with the National Youth Orchestra of the USA, upcoming engagements include projects with 

Odyssey Opera and Boston Conservatory's Opera Program. 

Gonzalez-Granados has participated in the Cabrillo Festival of Contemporary Music as a recipient of the Bruno 

Walter Scholarship, working with Marin Alsop and James Ross. She has also appeared in masterclasses with Kenneth 

Kiesler, Andrés Orozco Estrada, Alondra de la Parra, Frank Battisti, Roselin Pabon, among others. She graduated with 

honors with her master’s degree in conducting from New England Conservatory under the tutelage of Charles Peltz in 

May 2014, and with a graduate diploma in choral conducting in May 2015 with Erica Washburn. Lina is currently 

pursuing her doctoral degree in orchestral conducting at Boston University with Stefan Asbury. 


